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Appendix B

Command Data Dictionary
1. Dictionary Layout:

2. Field Definitions:

ENTITY

ENTITY The name of an entity.

PROJECT: The project proposing the specified entity. The
initial load will reflect the same project for each
entity, that is, "Command Data Model (CDM).”

SHORT NAME: The recommended database name for the entity
or data element when it is mapped directly to a
physical table or a physical field. Standards on
these names are evolving, so treat these as tenta-
tive in this issue.

PROPONENT: The Corps of Engineers organization that is
responsible for the definition of the entity and/or
data element. The same proponent is often
designated for both the entity and native data
elements.

STATUS: The level of approval that the entity has received
(candidate, registered, approved).

STATUS DATE: The date when the status, or level of approval,
was granted to this entity.
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REVISION DATE: The most recent date when any of the metadata
about this entity was changed. If blank, the
metadata was not changed since originally
entered.

<entity definition>: The definition of the entity.

***<data element name> The name of the data element. (Refer to
Appendix C of this document, “Data Element
efining and Naming Convention," for detailed
nformation.)

Most data elements shown on the page(s) with a
particular entity will be native, or originate from
that entity, and have that entity’s name repeated
as the first part of the data element's name.
Foreign data elements are those data elements
which have migrated to that entity from the
entity where they originated and do not have that
entity as the first part of their data element's
name. (The entity appearing in the first part of
their name is the entity from which they have
migrated.)

<data element definition>: The definition of the data element.

TYPE: There are two fields printed. The upper one
indicates whether the data element is part of the
primary key of the entity. Possible values are:
KEY or NON-KEY.

The lower one indicates how this data element
migrated to this entity. Possible values: 
NATIVE or FOREIGN.

FIELD LENGTH: The maximum field LENGTH for a value of this
data element. Possible values are: any numerical
value or VAR for variable LENGTH text.

DECIMAL LENGTH: The number of decimal positions in a numeric
field (may be blank).
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FORMAT: The format of a value for this data element. 
Possible values are: NUM (numeric), CHAR 

(character), and DATE. 

DOMAIN NAME. The name of the domain which defines the
acceptable values for a data element. FIELD
LENGTH, DECIMAL LENGTH, and
FORMAT are attributes of the domain. If the
domain is also constrained by a list of values, the
list is in the Domain Reference List at the back
of the Dictionary Report in this appendix.
Common and Standard Domains are discussed in
Appendix D.
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3. Role Names: entity more than once. Each such occurrence
In some cases, the data element name will be of the data element is there for a purpose or
preceded by a role name in the format has a role. An example is when there are two

<Data element name>. VEHICLE as shown below. One employee

The role name is important in the CDM where has the role "MAINTENANCE" regarding the
a particular data element migrates into an vehicle (Figure B-1).

relationships between EMPLOYEE and

has the role "RESPONSIBLE" and another
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